The project
One needs a Homecountry if only for the pleasure of leaving it. A Home country means you are not alone, means you know that
inside people, inside plants, and ground there is something yours that even when you’re not there , is still waiting for you.
(Cesare Pavese).

Something has changed in Europe. From Ireland to Greece, to Spain and to Italy, young people from south Europe
are, now, the ones desperately seeking exit strategies from economies in free fall (The Guardian).
‘Emergency Exit’ is a documentary about Italy and the consequences that the last 20 years of politics have had on
the young generation: in fact, a lot of young italians (as young spanish, portogueses, greeks, etc) leave their country
every year; more then 70 % of them are graduated or professionally skilled.
They move away because of a lot of reason, also due to the economic crisis, and not only.
But nobody seems to have the desire to listen or care for them, or to follow their stories and motivations, in a way
deeper than the generic clichè of the ‘brain drain’.
So I decided to start a trip: I traveled trough six cities, looking for young italians who left Italy to find better opportunities of life and career. Six - and more - stories of ordinary separation, one question: what happened to Italy?
Anna, Milena, Michele, Mauro, Cristina, Marco, Nicola, Clara, Ilaria, Sergio. They don’t know each other, but there’s
a connection between them: they all left Italy to live and work abroad. Emergency Exit is a docu-trip whose aim is
narrating their stories of “ordinary separation”: almost forced to leave Italy due to high unemployement rate (over
46% of young population) and very preacarious job conditions, inspite of their studies and merits, they choose to
move away, living in a deep contrast between the desire of keep better opportunities in a global scenario and the
strong attachment to their homeland’s roots and traditions.
After many trips, meetings and interviews, we discovered a motley fresco of the life of young Italians abroad: their
ideas, their motivations, their jobs, their habits are very diverse.
Moreover, the concept of docu-trip in itself, made of thousands of air miles, low cost flies and trains, temporary accomodation, unexpected situations and new habits, in uncertain production conditions, is the mirror of the interior
journey of our protagonist, always suspended between the reasons of more satisfying prospectives and the sense of
belonging to Italy but stucked in a forced exile.
We will try to describe the complex entirety of passions which characterizes contemporary life abroad: homesickness, pride, frustrations, desire for a better future are but a few feelings which contribute to build the experience
of these new migrants. London, Paris, Berlin, and many other European cities have become centres of attraction for
Italians who are trying to rebuild their affective, professional and cultural realities. Emergency Exit will show the
intimate paths of its protagonists: the decision to leave, the difficulties of getting used to new cultural contexts, the
“going back home” dilemma, the cultural exchange.

Some characters
ANNA, 26 YEARS, VETERINARY IN WIEN
“Italy has forced me to leave. And I can’t forgive this. There is not much focus on young people, is a
country of old people where too many resources are invested in the old people. Living away from
home, in a foreign country can be really difficult sometimes. Optimism is fondamental. “
MAURO, 34 YEARS, JAZZ MUSICIAN OF SUCCESS, LIVES IN PARIS
“I live in Paris since fifteen years now. Indeed, I miss ... beautiful things that are there in Italy ... but I
did not see any future. I felt I was struggling with a system where everything was much slower, coming here in Paris I discovered a different dimension, especially for the interest given by the State
to culture and art. Yet, every time I go back to Italy, I still have enormous difficulties to leave ... “
CAMILLA, 27 YEARS, GRADUATED, LIVES IN BERGEN, NORWAY.
“I like the idea that there is a country - Norway - where at age 27 you are treated as an adult,
where you have the right to have a stable job, to create your family, buy a house. This country
unfortunately is not Italy. Here in Norway, if you are 27 years, you are an adult, with responsibilities that should not chase an unpaid internship or live until 35 or more years in a shared
apartment or with your family. “

SPECIAL PARTICIPATIONS:
DANIELE SILVESTRI, ARTIST, ITALY
“Perhaps today Italy is a place where it’s very easy to think about leaving, though it’s surely a
pity to leave Italy... To leave is a defeat, not a defeat for who is leaving, it is a defeat for the ones
remaining, who perhaps forced others to leave the Country.”
BILL EMMOTT, FORMER DIRECTOR OF ‘THE ECONOMIST’
“The first thing that comes to my mind when you say Italy, is BEAUTY. But also creativity, ingenuosness. Now, all these qualities seem to be suppressed. Politicians ... they don’t like discussion
or examination of problems and realities that may be uncomfortable for them, especially about
young people.Young Italians , both in Italy and abroad, have to start the process of change : they
need to get confident that change is possible, they need a new sense of progress and energy.”

Director Brunella Filì
interviewed on BBC WORLD NEWS
about Emergency Exit’s project

Synopsis and D irec tor ’s notes

Some data:
- youth unemployment in Italy reaches over 46%, highest data ever;
- 50% of graduates in their first job in Italy is underpayed (data CENSIS 2012);
- Italy has the lowest average salaries in Europe (ISTAT 2012);
- corruption costs to Italy every year 10 billion of its PIL;
- over 70,000 Italian young people (under 40) have gone to live abroad in 2010;
- 70% of them are graduated and profesionally skilled;
- 27,000 leave every year, according to official data of AIRE. Not official data is about twice this number.

SYNOPSIS
Anna, Mauro,Milena and others do not know each other, but they have something in common: they
left Italy to go abroad and to bet on the possibility for a better future. A future that, continuing to
live in Italy, seems difficult to imagine. An entire generation is bleeding out of area. Not only brains,
but also ‘normal‘ young people, halved citizens, divided between a life with greater opportunities and
a sense of dearth and frustration that all kind of exile, even though voluntary, involves. The film tells
what young Italians abroad do, think and dream; whether they will remain or return home; whether
moving away is the emergency exit to change one’s precarious future. A trip from Vienna to Paris,
Tenerife, Bergen, London and New York; stories of ordinary separation, a single story: the story of a
forgotten generation, which still has something to say to his country of origin.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
“The film is the result of the urgent need for a not generic in-depth analysis on the diaspora and
its consequences, listening to those directly involved, on the spot, and by giving them a voice. What
happened to Italy? Is it so hard to imagine a future here? Paris, London, New York: poles of attraction
where it’s possible to reorganize the pieces of a professional and cultural reality which are in conflict
with one’s own aspirations and merits; young people in exile, looking for a generational identity lost
between the problems of a country which is economically and civilly stationary. Recovering these
faraway voices is a necessary step from which to start a sincere reflection on our and future years“.

Chiara, 28 years.
Project Manager at MoMA,
lives in NY

Evolution and
production’s note
After a development stage of research, Emergency Exit has been officially selected to the
Italian DOC Screenings 2012, in Florence, the most important documentaries showcase in
Italy, with the partecipation of producers and broadcaster from all over the world.
The documentary catched the attention of national (Agorà, RAI 3, Radio24, RAI World
News 24) and international media (BBC UK World News, The Guardian).
Thanks to the IndieGoGo crowdfunding campaign, then, Emergency Exit found many independent producers that allowed the production to go on.
An Italian-American producer, Beth di Santo, becoming aware of the project through the
web, decided to fund production and distribution in US, where we filmed the last stage
of this trip, in New York. Today the documentary is ready and has began to be distributed
through festival and independent circuits.
On 28th of January 2014, the official trailer was presented at the European Parliament in
Bruxelles, during an international conference about Young People unemployment.

28-01-2014 - Bruxelles - The official trailer was presented at the European Parliament

FOLLOW UP: THE WEBSERIES
Emergency Exit will have a follow up as a WEBSERIES, the first one dedicated to the young
Italians abroad: six brand new episodes and cities, more than 10 brand new protagonists.
The webseries will be financed by Apulia Regional Fund ‘Principi Attivi’ for young people’s
ideas and with the contribution of Apulia Film Commission.
This is the beta interactive site for the webseries: www.emergencyexit.it/webseries that will
be completed on January 2015.

Official selections

FESTIVAL HISTORY:
- Madrid International Film Festival 2014 nomination: Best Documentary and Best Emerging Director
- Festival del Cinema Europeo 2014
- Ischia Film Festival 2014
- ITALIA DOC - Premio Libero Bizzarri 2014 - official competition
- VIFF 2014 - official competition
- Foggia Film Festival 2014 - official competition
AWARDS:
- WINNER ‘Best Foreign Language Documentary’ Award at
Madrid International Film Festival 2014
- WINNER ‘Best Documentary‘ Award at Valle d’Itria Film
Festival 2014
- Jury’s Mention at Trani Film Festival 2014
Director at Madrid International Film
Festival 2014

Q&A during Emergency Exit ’ s premiere
at Festival del Cinema Europeo

Technical specifications
Emergency Exit – young Italians abroad
a film by Brunella Filì
Feature documentary (ITALY - USA , 2014, 66’)

- PRODUCER: Brunella Filì
- PRODUCTION: OffiCinema DOC Srls (Italy)
- EXECUTIVE PRODUCTION: Beth di Santo Productions (United States)
- IN COLLABORATION WITH: Giulio Bruno
- YEAR OF PRODUCTION: April 2014
- DIRECTOR AND AUTHOR: Brunella Filì
- ASSISTANT PRODUCER: Lucia Crollo
- EDITING: Enrico Giovannone and Brunella Filì
- SOUND DESIGNER: Rodolfo Mongitore – Mybosswas
- DIGITAL EFFECTS AND COLOR CORRECTION: Giulio Bruno
- ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK : Gioacchino Balistreri
- DOP and CAMERA OPERATORS: Brunella Filì, Simone Danieli, Piero Cocozza, Daniele Raspanti
ASPECT RATIO: 16:9
FORMAT: HDV
LOCATIONS: Italy, France, Spain, Norway, Austria, USA, UK
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE: Italian, English
SUBTITLES: English
CHARACTERS (as themselves) : Patrizia Pierazzo, Chiara Capraro, Mauro Gargano, Milena Maselli, Nicola
Cataldo, Anna Binetti, Marco Lanza, Camilla Bonetti, Walter Calvaresi, Martina Zipoli, Alessia Gatti, Andra
Lodovichetti, Chiara Bernasconi, Matteo Rignanese.
Special appearance: BILL EMMOTT.
Trailer and extracts from the documentary are available on:
VIMEO: https://vimeo.com/84993049
FACEBOOK: http://www.facebook.com/emergencyexitdocutrip

Interview on BBC World News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDU2gyy2Kqg

Director
BRUNELLA FILI’ - DIRECTOR and AUTHOR
Brunella Filì was born in 1982, in Bari, South of Italy. She graduated in
Communication Science and have a Master Degree in Cinema
Studies at University of Bologna, summa cum laude (2008). She’s a
freelance director since 2005, when she debuted with a short movie:
”Aesthetic expression”, which won the prize for ‘Best actor’ at Bari
Film Festival.
Until 2008, she worked in Bologna, as assistant director on series and
feature films (Ispettore Coliandro, Quo Vadis Baby, for RAI).
Then, she started working between Milan and Bari, realizing audiovisual contents (documentaries, commercials, filler, backstage) and continued as ass. director on short movie and tv set (Sky TV; ”Poppitu”,
short movie directed by R.De Feo & V.Palumbo and produced by Apulia
Film Commission).
She trained herself with courses in: directing film (held by Giuseppe Tornatore), movie language (held by Abbas Kiarostami), production
(held by Oscar’s winner producer Nicola Giuliano) and scriptwriting.
In 2012 she finished her first short documentary, ”Piazza Macao”, a
street documentary about an occupation of a skyscraper in Milano, by
a group of young artists, arrested by police.
She’ve directed the shootings of a booktrailer ‘Corpi di Gloria’, for
Marsilio Editori, selected to Cortinametraggio 2014 and to Trailers
Film Fest 2014 where it won the ‘Best Italian booktrailer’ award.
FILMOGR APHY
2014
2014
2014
2012

-

Emergency Exit - young Italians abroad (‘66, documentary)
Terronia (20’, documentary)
Corpi di Gloria (3’, booktrailer)
Piazza Macao (23’, documentary)

Par tners

PRESS
19-02-2013 THE GUARDIAN
Lizzie Davies met director Brunella Filì in MIlan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/19/italy-elections-young-people-emigration

02-03-2014
INTERNAZIONALE
Lee Marshall talks about Emergency Exit
http://www.internazionale.it/opinioni/lee-

22-02-2013 BBC UK WORLD NEWS - London
Director Brunella Filì and Patrizia Pierazzo interviewed by
BBC about Emergency Exit
http://youtu.be/dDU2gyy2Kqg

5-02-2014 Rai NEWS 24
Director Brunella Filì interviewed by RAI News 24 about Emergency Exit
http://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/media/ContentItem9a6d87b9-1c5e-4dec-bc0e-896934d6a138.html

PRESS

04-03-2013 RAI 3 - Agorà
Tv special on Italian young people’s diaspora.
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItem-cf04cdbd-3fe8-4001-ac06-f25047c1658a.html

03-03-2013 RAI 3 - TGR 3 PUGLIA -NEWS CHANNEL
Special on young Italians’ diaspora narrated in Emergency Exit.
http://www.rai.tv/dl/RaiTV/programmi/media/ContentItemc8292250-6463-4e95-8a96-0131661f7971-tgr.html?refresh_
ce#p=0

08-05-2014

ANSA

http://www.ansa.it/lifestyle/notizie/societa/nuove_abitudini/2014/05/08/patrizia-a-londra-anna-a-vienna-ecco-le-storie-dei-ragazzi-italiani-allestero_fc5e29ad-f473-432b-bab197295082589d.html

PRESS
Director’ s interview on Norwegian magazine,
www.de.no by Morten Anestad

12-10-2014

13-10-2014
Director Brunella Filì presents ‘Emergency Exit‘
during its premierè in Bari

